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JOINT PRESS RELEASE 
 

THE ITALIAN AMBASSADOR AND THE UN WOMEN ACTING COUNTRY 
DIRECTOR FORMALLY SIGN FOR THE CONTRIBUTION 

TO THE “LET IT NOT HAPPEN AGAIN PROJECT” 

 
NAIROBI – On 27 June 2019, the Ambassador of Italy to Kenya H.E. Alberto Pieri and the UN Women Acting 

Country Director Mrs. Cecile Mukarubuga signed the agreement for the Italian contribution to the Let It Not 

Happen Again - Addressing prevention and accountability on Violence Against Women in Elections (VAWiE) 

project. The signing ceremony was hosted at the Italian Ambassador’s Residence and attended by 

representatives of the Ministry of Public Service, Youth and Gender Affairs, UN Women and OHCHR, Civil 

Society Organizations and representatives of the Survivors of sexual Violence. 

 

The initiative is part of the ongoing Joint Program on Gender Based Violence between the Government of 

Kenya and the United Nations. The Italian Agency for Development Cooperation contributes with 300.000 

Euros to support specific activities aimed at strengthening the response and accountability mechanisms 

against Gender Based Violence to be better prepared for future elections. Activities will be implemented by 

UN Women and OHCHR in close collaboration with associations of rights holders and with duty bearers 

(police, judiciary, and health services) in four Counties (Nairobi, Kisumu, Bungoma and Migori), and will 

promote peer-learning process and good practices in Kenya. 

 

At the occasion of the signing ceremony, Ambassador Pieri, commending the fruitful and long-standing 

partnerships with the United Nations system, emphasized Italy’s strong commitment towards gender 

equity championing against Gender Based Violence at global level and particularly in Africa. A commitment 

to equality that requires transformative action, to improve social norms as result of actions taken at local, 

national and international level. To this end Civil Society organizations play a crucial role in raising 

awareness and providing protection.  

 

In thanking the Italian Embassy to Kenya and the Italian Agency for Development Cooperation for the 

commitment to ending violence against women and girls in Kenya, Mrs. Mukarubuga noted that “Let it Not 

Happen again” is a reminder to each and every one of us of our individual and collective responsibility to 

protect women and girls against violence before, during and after elections. This through a multi sectoral 

approach that will contribute to addressing the present situation and allow women and girls to exercise 

their rights as equal citizens.  
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MEDIA: 

• Download pictures 

 

LINKS 

• For more information on the Italian Agency for Development Cooperation visit the AICS Nairobi and 

AICS Rome websites. 

• AICS Annual Report 2018 

• For more information on UN Women’s approach to gender in Kenya, visit the website. 

• Video on Gender Based Violence  

• UN Women Kenya’s Annual Report 2018 

• Factsheet on Gender Based Violence 

 

CONTACTS: 

Giulio Di Pinto 

Communication and Institutional Relations 

AICS Nairobi 

press.nairobi@aics.gov.it 

Luke Horswell 

Communications Officer 

UN Women 

luke.horswell@unwomen.org 
 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1MiRq7axb4DsgAc9p3QJp8-f-hpb9wBN3?usp=sharing
nairobi.acs.gov.it
aics.gov.it
https://www.aics.gov.it/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/annual-report-2018_WEB_3-6-19.pdf
https://www.genderinkenya.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p1NjLBbs6gI
https://www.genderinkenya.org/publication/un-women-kenya-annual-report-2018/
https://www.genderinkenya.org/publication/women-and-girls-breaking-freee-from-violence/
mailto:press.nairobi@aics.gov.it
mailto:luke.horswell@unwomen.org

